Ones To Watch

2015 is set to be the year of the African woman. Indeed,
according to the African Union, it is to be the "Year of Women's
Empowerment and Development towards Africa’'s Agenda 2063’
- the theme of the 24th Ordinary Session of the Summit of the
African Union on 30-31 January. Africa has long been gifting the
world with bright young female entrepreneurs in all fields, from
fashion to music, from energy and gas to media. We set out to
meet the new crop of women ready to take the world by storm

in the New Year — some you will already know and others you will
soon get to know. By Sinem Bilen-Onabanjo
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FAVOUR
LUCKY

Nothing verifies “one to watch”
status better than a “One to
Watch" title, which is exactly
what the 16-year-old Nigerian
model Favour Lucky clinched at
the 2014 Mercedes-Benz Fashion
Week Africa. The winner of
Nigeria's Next Supermodel 2012,
she has also walked at Mercedes-
Benz Fashion Week Cape Town
and Mercedes-Benz Fashion
Week Johannesburg, and is fast
establishing herself as one of the
rising stars of the African model-
ling industry. With her unique
baby face and versatility beyond
her years, Favour is definitely
“one to watch” on international
runways in 2015.




e ) NHLANHLA
k 4.5 NCIZA

w®Y What a ypear 2004 had been for dinger Mhlankhla
| i . Meiza. Back in April, her group Mafikizolo won
1 big at the South African Mutic Awands (SAMA)
with eight awards. June aw hér clinch bath the
MTV Africa Music Award for Song of the Year,
with ‘Khona, and also Best Group abongside
fellow Mafikizelo band member, Theo Kgosinkwe,
! followed by a spectacular perfcrmance the
o o samsn month at the BET Awards in Los Angoles

OKWIRI ODUOR

Irternational Act. Despibe NEmTous personal
tragedies, including losing her daughter in o car
Huogstes, wiene: Figh for e risig star of Kemyan Merahsne
wiier, o8 anily 21, her noseells The Dreoam Chters et highly

accident in 20049, Khlanhla's star kedps rising.
commended 31 the Commicrmanalil Book Prize in 2012, Now

With a booming tobo career and her rebrandsd
clothing line NN Vinkagpe receiving rave neviews,
i, U Pilamr b -Dadid wiiler i Ltk Bitaming 4 houdehold
g Adter wiremteg e Caing Pride for hir short shony by

the 35-year-old singer is et to continue her
upward trajectory in 2005,

Fafher s Headin July 2004, & 2004 ke Dowell Cobormy fellow

Chewiri = curnently working on her debul novel - i considered

et o Bhe “rreeil prcemising wodOes: o Alrica South of the

Sahara”. Hor Labesd story Ragpdoll appeared in Alrica 39 an

ankhology of Ehe works of 39 sub-Saharan writers Lunched at

Poet Harcourt Book Festeal in Apri 2034

EVAOMAGHOMI

o would have Thodrghl that a Meperan woemnan is part of
Eha bearm 1o orgshices meda engapiments or he Dula
arsd Duschoets of Carnbeidige {ala Willuam and Kate)? A leadang
sl O Gl o Ak LIS ireat Pugh-piodile poods oM,
Clarene Fiouse, Drmagihomi is depuly communications
secreiary o Pringd Charkes and the Duchss of Corrmall and
a0 beefipets e bt maddia foe Pringd Harmy, She b
e irvvodwed ins planningg makor bigh-profile cvents.
inchuding Yyilliam and Kabe’s 2001 wedding. and bed
the medea strategy bor Prince Charles ropresenting
the Queen at the Comemonweaith Heads of
Gerennmseert Meeting in S Lanka in 2003, Mot
resgedilly she lad the medes logistics bar The Royal
Fasmnily's sltendamee ot the Mth annreruary D- Doy
Commemoratre mvents in Mormandy. We can't was
Bt St v s i 2hoee fow 2005,

LAMI PHILLIPS

For Alfro-soul ans, ssnper/somgwriter Lams Fhillips 5 no

& Moy b, Sance hee SO0 returem bo her rodive Nigeria
following her Tormealeee years spent i Ehe UK and S, Lami
Pug e rruped hals inschundieng Binoe, featuring MI, 'O A
W featuring bee Prince, and mos! recenlly ‘Romuwalic
Bery " Teaburing K9 — all alorgside mdi e food and i
Frurriadeatarian work 35 2 UM Ermvoyr and Cofam Armbadador
Iin 2005, Larr will 3dd yed another feather in her cap a5 she
sptarheeads 3 multimillion-dollar wenbune with Nigeria's first
e R proouchion and derlal apency, wheth aams o bring
WO CLYSS procoCtion vasues 1o Lagos i a stale-of-1he-art
e shop hub of ausdio. video. photo and peint peoduction
Cih, and bet’s ned forpet ber sophomons album Preces of
Lo Siek BOT fibensd O Yabtn el 3 ﬂ'&_r PEEMISARE 3 Tle 2
mabune zoul Sound

RAHIMA
MOHAMED

Losdon-Daded Simbudmenan Hatarnd eciubirhd e RAAAH
Laised i Apsril 2084 and ervernizivt became the dodesner Lo
wealch wib She Lloamed the rurrcy af Alnica Fathion

Wtk London 2004 wilh a $tellar debut of her “Fiy/Fly High™
collection, infonmsed by a cebebration of cobours, bold shapes
ael wintag Enspined pheces. Then Chms RAAAH'S fosry 31
Zimbxadeen Fashion Week 2004 in Seplember, Alneady 2 hit
with colebrities such as T Svage, Rahima deshres ready-
towoar acs woll 35 made-to-measune looks pitched betaven
the Higth Street and ihe high end. With a new collection in
ihe wooehcs, Riahimua is set bo be the decipner towatch in 2015
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¥ AMMA ASANTE " TINASHE ODULATE
g 1 |
j' ,_":JI 5* & Bornin London to Ghanaian parents, film / The 21-year-old singer/songwriter, dance Nigerian entrepreneur and founder of
‘gﬂ = 8 director Amma began her media career as actress and former model of Zimbabwean™ i | Olori Cosmetics, an African-themed
e ” a TV child actress, appearing as a regular in descent is fast proving to be the latest h : : beauty company established in 2013,
AA R the British school drama Grange Hill. Leaving international star in the making. Following % f with a range of hair, bath and body care
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acting behind, she directed her first feature
film, A Way of Life, in 2004. It won her several
awards, including the Carl Foreman Award for
Special Achievement at the 2005 BAFTAs and
she was described by The Times as “one of the
most exciting prospects in British cinema to
emerge in the past 12 months”. She made her
second feature film, Belle, in 2013 and in 2014
was again honoured by BAF TA. An Honorary
Associate of the London Film School, Asante is
certainly one to continue watching.

two critically acclaimed 2012 mixtapes,
‘In Case We Die’ and ‘Reverie’, and a third
in 2013, ‘Black’, she released her debut
album ‘Aquarius’ on the RCA label in
October 2014. Between the ages of 14 and
18 Tinashe was part of the girl group The
Stunners, which split in 2011. Now with her
first single ‘2 On’peaking at number 24 on
the Billboard Hot 100 chart and ‘Aquarius’
debuting at number 17 on Billboard 200,
Tinashe is set to be one of the hottest
names in R&B in 2015.
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IBATHA-RAW

The 31-year-old actress of British and South African
descent had her major breakthrough in 2014 despite

a career in acting spanning almost a decade. In Amma
Asante’s 2013 film Belle, Mbatha-Raw made waves as the
eponymous historical character, Dido Elizabeth Belle, a
mixed race aristocrat in 18th century Britain. In 2015, the
actress is set to go stellar with roles in Jupiter Ascending
and The Whole Truth. She is also is set to star in the
upcoming drama Concussion, starring Will Smith.

products, loyin is one of the pioneers

of organic beauty products made with
African ingredients. She has garnered a
decade of experience in the international
beauty industry as a senior executive for
French cosmetics giant, L' Oreal, managing
multiple beauty brands across Africa and
the Middle East, where she honed her skills
in beauty brand marketing and business
development for emerging markets. With
a heritage in blending natural products,
the granddaughter of Jacob Sogboyega
Odulate - the inventor of the Nigerian
household remedy Alabukun Powder

- Toyin is set to take the beauty world

by storm in 2015 with plans to launch a
haircare brand and expand distribution
across key sub-Saharan markets.
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KEEP UP WITH...

LUPITA
NYONGO

Without a doubt, Nyong'o owned 2014,

with her Academy Award for

In 12 Years a Slave, her Lancome and
Miu Miu campaigns, as well as being
named ‘The Most Beautiful Person’ by
People Magazine in April and "Woman
of the Year' by Glamour. Don't think the
31-year-old actress will rest in 2015 as
she is set to star in Star Wars Episode
VIl and, working with Brad Pitt's Plan
B, to produce and star in the much
anticipated adaptation of Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie’s novel, Americanah.
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RONKE
ADEMILUYI

The Nigerian entrepreneur made history in
2011 with the first edition of Africa Fashion
Week London, giving a platform to emerging
and established African and African-inspired
designers. With the fifth anniversary of the
show, which has become a must-attend
event on the London fashion calendar, and

a recently launched concession boutique

on London’s Oxford Street, stocking African
designers from across the world, Ademiluyi is
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| " . o certainly one to continue watching in 2015.
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Africa’s answer to Oprah Winfrey, the talk fEEE : g ,

show host, TV producer and media mogul
needs no introduction. InJuly 2013, she
made history by launching EbonyLife TV,
Africa’s first global black multi-broadcast

entertainment network. EbonyLife is “
already a byword in Nigeria for quality "3 J4 :"' """
entertainment and with the recent e s S S L SRR L2 20 0
expansion of the network into the Southern | _: E fE ' s :f__.' 4H
African region, Abudu’s bid for world ¥ -=;=.=.==-==§§§ -4
domination is set to continue in 2015. Al :;:;:;:5:5:5:5:5;
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LIWEWLE

With over two decades experience
working for both the print and
broadcast media in Southern Africa,
West Africa and the United Kingdom,

nteret i Afrca’ssocis, potica PHUTI MAHANYELE

and economic issues and reported
on major events across Africa such From the township to the top of the boardroom, the CEO

as the coup in Mali, elections in of Shaduka Group has established herself as a force to be
Nigeria, Senegal and Liberia as well as reckoned with in the business world, as the youngest black
) ongoing terrorist attacks in Nigeria. woman to head up a multimillion rand conglomerate. 2015
As executive producer and presenter will see her star shine brighter as Mahanyele makes it her
of eNews Channel Africa’s current priority to push the renewable energy agenda in a bid to
affairs show Africa 360, Liwewe is set maximise the energy resources across the continent.

to continue reporting Africa’s hottest
stories in 2015.
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“Let’s

ot forget
Ibok
Garls”

BY EZEKWESILI
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